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As  agreed  upon  by  their  respective  commit- 
tees on  Local  Union  Churches  meeting  in 
joint  session,  Jan.  4.  1917.  pending  the  union  of 
the  three  Churches. 
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SUGGESTED     PLAN     FOR     AN 

AFFILIATED  LOCAL  UNION 

CHURCH 

The  Committees  on  Local  Union 
Churches,  of  the  Congregational,  Methodist 
and  Presbyterian  Churches,  met  in  joint 
session  in  the  Board  Room,  Wesley  Build- 
ings, Toronto,  on  Thursday.  January  4th, 
1917,  at  10  a.m. 

The  members  of  the  Committees  were 
as  follows: 

Presbyterian  Committee  on  Co-operation 
and  Union  Churches — Rev.  Professor  A.  B. 
Baird,  D.D..  Moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. Winnipeg,  Convener;  President  R. 
A.  Falconer,  C.M.G.,  Toronto;  Rev.  Prin- 
cipal A.  Gandier.  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Toronto; 
Rev.  W.  G.  Wallace,  D.D.,  Toronto;  Dr. 
Hamilton  Cassels,  K.C.,  Toronto;  Mr.  J.  K. 
Macdonald,  Toronto;  Mr.  Justice  Suther- 
land, Toronto;  Rev.  D.  R.  Drummond, 
D.D.,  Hamilton;  Rev.  W.  J.  Clark,  D.D., 
Montreal;  Rev.  W.  T.  Herridge,  D.D.,  Ot- 
tawa; Rev.  G.  C.  Pidgeon,  D.D.,  Toronto; 
Rev.  J.  H.  Edmison,  B.A.,  Toronto;  Presi- 
dent Walter  C.  Murray,  LL.D.,  Saskatoon; 
Rev.  R.  Douglas  Fraser,  D.D.,  Acting  Sec- 
retary,   Toronto. 

Methodist  Local  Union  Church  Commit- 
tee—Rev. S.  D.  Chown,  D.D.,  Toronto; 
Rev.  T.  A.  Moore,  D.D.,  Toronto;  Rev. 
C.  E.  Manning,  B.A.,  Toronto;  Rev.  J.  J. 
Ferguson,  D.D.,  Toronto;  Rev.  J.  A.  Long, 
Ph.D.,  Weston;  Mr.  F.  W.  Winter,  To- 
ronto; Honorable  E.  J.  Davis,  Newmar- 
ket; Rev.  Jas.  Allen,  M.A.,  Toronto;  Mr. 
N.  W.  Rowell,  Toronto;  Rev.  F.  L.  Brown, 
Orillia;  Rev.  W.  A.  Cooke,  D.D.,  Virden; 
Rev.  Oliver  Darwin,  D.D.,  Regina;  Rev. 
J.  H.  Riddell,  D.D.,  Edmonton;  Rev.  T.  C. 
Buchanan,  Edmonton. 


The  Committee  on  Co-operation  of  the 
Congregational  Union — Rev.  Hugh  Pedley. 
D.D.,  Montreal;  Rev.  Frank  J.  Day,  D.D., 
Toronto;  Rev.  William  T.  Gunn,  D.D.,  To- 
ronto. 

In  the  judgment  of  this  Committee  the 
principle  of  union  in  different  localities, 
until  the  organic  union  of  the  negotiating 
Churches  is  consummated,  should  find  ex- 
pression in  the  organization  of  charges  un- 
der the  plan  of  co-operation  jointly  adopt- 
ed by  the  negotiating  Churches  rather  than 
by  the  organization  of  independent  Local 
Union  Churches.  Where,  however,  for  any 
reason  it  is  found  impracticable  to  orgai  • 
ize  under  the  plan  of  co-operation,  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions  are  made  with  refer- 
ence to  the  organization  of  Local  Union 
Churches  in  affiliation  with  either  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Methodist  Church 
or   the   Congregational   Union   of   Canada. 

I.  By  an  affiliated  charge  is  meant  a 
local  church  or  churches  under  the  care  of 
one  pastor,  organized  on  the  Basis  of 
Union  as  agreed  upon  by  the  negotiating 
denominations  and  looking  to  one  of  these 
denominations  for  spiritual  guidance  and 
supervision  and  contributing  to  tiie  mis- 
sionary and  connexional  funds  of  that  de- 
nomination. 

II.  That  the  ministers  of  the  three  ne- 
gotiating Churches  be  requested  to  give 
immediate  notice  of  any  movement  towards 
the  formation  of  a  local  Union  Church 
in  their  district  to  the  authorities  of  their 
respective  denominations  so  that  confer- 
ence may  be  held  and  advice  given, 

III.  Congregations  which,  after  confer- 
ence with  the  authorities  of  their  respective 
Church  desire  to  form  a  united  charge 
in  affiliation  with  one  of  the  negotiating 
Churches,  shall  present  a  petition,  signed 


by  communicant  members  in  good  stand- 
ing, to  the  Church  Courts  of  the  district 
(the  Presbytery.  District  Meeting  or  As- 
sociation),  which  bodies  shall,  if  they  ap- 
prove  of   the   prayer   of   the   petition,   ap- 

*  point  representatives  to  hold  a  joint  meet- 
ing in  order  that  said  prayer  may  be  con- 
sidered, and,  if  the  way  be  clear,  carried 
into  effect.  Said  representatives  shall  ex- 
amine the  financial  circumstances  of  each 

^  charge  so  organized,  and  where  necessary 

advise  the  officials  how  to  maintain  the 
funds  of  the  church  and  concerning  the 
fulfilment  of  all  their  financial  obliga- 
tions, and  shall  make  a  report  upon  these 

•  questions  to  the  respective  Church  Courts 
above  mentioned. 

IV.  As  soon  as  a  roll  of  membership  is 
formed  and  an  organization  effected  the 
united  charge  shall  decide,  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose,  by  a  majority  vote 

<>  of   the   communicants,   with   which   of   the 

negotiating  Churches  it  shall  be  affiliated, 
and  shall  take  steps  to  carry  into  effect 
such  affiliation. 

V.  Recognizing  that  such  charges  will 
be    incorporated    in    the    proposed    United 

»  Church  of  Canada  when  organic  union   is 

effected,  the  name  of  the  local  charge  shall 

be  "The  United  Church  of   

(name  of  place)    in    affiliation   with     the 

•  • (the    Presbyterian 

Church,  the  Methodist  Church  or  the  Con- 
gregational   Union   of   Canada.)" 

VI.  The  Basis  of  Union  already  adopted 
by  the  negotiating  Churches  shall,  so  far 

jr  as  it  is  practicable,  be  the  basis  on  which 

such  charges  shall  be  organized  and  ad- 
ministered. 

(Method  of  appointment  of  Local  Boards, 
with  duties,  will  be  found  in  the  Basis 
of  Union,  Section  II.  B,  on  Polity,  as 
printed  on  page    9   of  this  pamphlet). 


VII.  The  mcmbera  of  the  united  charge 
shall  be  the  members  of  the  negotiating 
Churches  and  such  others  as  may  after- 
wards   become    members. 

VIII.  The  ministar  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  members  of  the  united  charge  at  a 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose  and  shall 
be  secured  from  among  the  mmisters  in 
good  standing  in  the  three  negotiating 
Churches.  All  ministers  from  any  of  the 
negotiating  Churches,  serving  such  !?nlled 
charges,  shall  be  responsible  for  their  char- 
ade- and  ministerial  standing  to  the  de- 
nomination to  which  they  belong  and  ^!hall 
have,  while  serving  such  charges,  all  the 
usual  rights  and  privileges  of  a  minister  of 
that  denomination.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  pastor  he  shall  be  under  ihe 
supervision  of  the  Courts  of  the  Church 
with  which  his  charge  is  affiliated. 

IX.  It  is  recommended  that  representa- 
tives of  united  charges  be  given  the 
privileges  of  corresponding  members  in 
the  Courts  of  the  Church  with  which  such 
charges  are  affiliated. 

X.  The  denomination  with  which  the 
united  charge  is  affiliated  shall  have  the 
supervision   of  such  charge. 

(a).  The  united  charge  shall  report  an- 
nually to  the  Presbytery,  District  Meeting 
or  Association  of  the  denomination  with 
which  it  is  affiliated. 

(b).  The  charge  should  be  visited  regu- 
larly. 

(c).  It  is  desirable  that  representatives 
should  be  sent  to  promote  liberality  to- 
ward missionary  and  connexional  funds. 

(d).  Contributions  for  missions  and 
other  connexional  funds,  including  the 
amounts  raised  by  Women's  Societies, 
should,  as  a  rule,  be  sent  to  the  denomi- 
nation with  which  the  charge  is  affiliated. 

(e).  It  is  recommended  that  the  returns 


•\ 


of  the  united  charges  under  the  care  of 
the  negotiating  Churches  shall  be  recorded 
separately  in  the  annual  schedules  of  the 
denomination  with  which  they  are  affili- 
ated. 

XI.  All  transactions  in  regard  to  pro- 
perly previously  held  in  the  name  of  any 
of  the  negotiating  Churches  must  be  car- 
ried through  in  accordance  with  the  regu- 
lations of  the  denomination  in  whose  name 
it  has  been  held. 

(Signed  by) 
A.  B.  Baird, 

Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of 

the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada, 

Chairman. 

S.  D.  CHOWN, 

General  Superintendent  of  the  Method- 
ist  Church   of   Canada.   Chairman. 
W.   T.   GUNN. 

Secretary  of  the  Congregational  Union 
of  Canada,  Secretary. 

Addresses    of    Home    Mission    Secretaries 

Presbyterian  Church — 

Rev.  J.  H.  Edmison,  B.A.,  Secretary, 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Social 
Service,  434  Confederation  Life  Build- 
ing, Toronto. 

Methodist   Church — 

Rev.  James  Allen,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Home  Department,  299  Queen  St. 
W.,  Toronto. 

Congregational  Church — 

Rev.  W.  T.  Gunn,  D.D.,  Secretary  Con- 
gregational Missionary  Society,  33 
Victor  Ave.,  Toronto. 

Appendix.  Section  II.  B  on  Polity  of 
the  Basis  of  Union  for  the  proposed 
United  Church  of  Canada: 

9.  The    liberty    of    the    pastoral    charge 
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shall    be   recognized   to    the   fullest   extent 
compatible  with: 

(a)  The  oversight  of  the  spiritual  inter- 
ests of  the  charge  by  the  minister  (or  min- 
isters) and  a  body  of  men  specially  chosen 
and  set  apart  or  ordained  for  that  work, 
who  shall  jointly  constitute  the   session; 

(b)  The  efficient  co-operation  of  the 
representatives  of  the  various  departments 
of  the  work  of  the  charge  by  means  of  a 
meeting  to  be  held  at  least  quarterly; 

(c)  The  hearty  co-operation  of  the  vari- 
ous pastoral  charges  in  the  general  work 
of  the  Church,  and 

(d)  The  exercise  by  the  higher  govern- 
ing bodies  or  courts  of  their  powers  and 
functions,    .lereinafter    set    forth, 

10.  New  pastoral  charges  or  local 
churches  shall  be  formed  with  the  consent 
of  a  Presbytery  by  persons  residing  within 
its  bounds,  who  declare  their  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  The  United  Church,  and 
their  desire  for  the  formation  of  such 
charge  or  church.  Missions  may  be  or- 
ganized as  pastoral  charges  by  Presbytery 
of  its  own  motion,  or  on  the  suggestion  of 
the  Missionary  Superintendent  or  the  Min- 
ister, under  such  regulations  as  the  Gen- 
eral Council  may  pass. 

Before  sanctioning  the  formation  of  a 
pastoral  charge  or  local  church,  the  Pres- 
bytery shall  be  required  to  hear  and  con- 
sider the  representations  of  any  pastoral 
charge  that  may  be  affected  by  the  pro- 
posed action. 

II.  (a)  The  members  of  the  Church 
entitled  to  all  church  privileges  are  those 
who,  on  a  profession  of  their  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  obedience  to  Him,  have  been 
received  into  full  membership.  The  chil- 
dren of  such  persons  and  all  baptized  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  Church,  and  it  is 
their  duty  and  privilege,  when  they  reach 
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the  age  of  discretion,  to  enter  into  full 
membership.  Admission  to  full  member- 
ship, and  granting  of  certificates  of 
removal,  shall  be  by  the  action  of  the 
Session,  and  by  the  action  of  those  in  full 
membership  where  desired  by  the  pastoral 
charge. 

(b)  The  members  of  a  local  church  who 
are  entitled  to  vote  at  all  meetings  are 
persons  in  full  membership,  whose  names 
are  on  the  roll  of  the  church.  With  the 
consent  of  these,  adherents  who  contribute 
regularly  to  the  support  of  the  Church  may 
vote  on  temporal  matters. 

12.  The  members  of  a  local  church  shall 
meet  annually  and  more  frequently  if  they 
deem  it  advisable. 

13.  The  Session  shall  have  oversight  of  the 
spiritual  interests  of  the  pastoral  charge. 
The  management  of  its  temporal  and  finan- 
cial affairs  shall  be  entrusted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  Stewards.  The  Official  Board,  con- 
sisting of  the  Session  and  Committee  of 
Stewards,  with  representatives  in  full 
church  membership,  of  such  other  depart- 
ments of  church  work  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  General  Council,  shall  meet 
quarterly,  and  more  frequently  if  they 
deem  it  advisable,  for  the  consideration  of 
matters  of  joint  interest. 

14.  The  members  of  the  Session,  other 
than  the  Minister,  shall  be  chosen  by  those 
in  full  church  membership,  and  shall  hold 
office  under  regulations  to  be  passed  by 
the  General  Council. 

15.  (a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Ses- 
sion to  have  the  oversight  of: 

(i)  The  admission  of  persons  into  full 
membership,  and  the  granting  of  certifi- 
cates of  removal. 

(2)  The  conduct  of  members,  with 
power  to  exercise  discipline. 


(3)  The  administration  of  the  sacra- 
ments. 

(4)  The  religious  training  of  the  young, 
and  the  organization  of  meetings  for  Chris- 
tian fellowship,  instruction  and  work. 

(5)  The  order  of  public  worship,  includ- 
ing the  service  of  praise  and  the  use  of 
the  church  edifice. 

(6)  The  care  of  the  poor,  and  the  visiting 
of  the  sick. 

(b)   It  shall  also  be  its  duty: 

(7)  To  receive  and  judge  petitions,  etc., 
from  members. 

(8)  To  transmit  petitions,  appeals,  etc., 
to  Presbytery. 

(9)  To  recommend  suitable  laymen  to 
Presbyteries  for  license  to  preach. 

(10)  To  recommend  suitable  candidates 
for  the  ministry. 

16.  The  stewards  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
local  church,  and,  wherever  practicable, 
should  be  persons  in  full  membership. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Stewards  to  secure  contributions  for  the 
purposes  of  the  local  church,  and  to  dis- 
burse the  moneys  received  for  these  pur- 
poses. 

17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Official 
Board  : 

(i)  To  secure  contributions  for  mission- 
ary and  other  general  objects  of  the 
Church. 

(2)  To  select  representatives,  in  full 
Church  membership,  of  the  pastoral  charge 
to  the  Presbytery. 

(3)  To  submit  to  the  pastoral  charge  or 
local  church  for  its  consideration  reports 
on  life  and  work,  including  a  full  statement 
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of  receipts  and  expenditures,  of  indebted- 
ness and  of  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year. 

(4)  To  transmit  from  the  pastoral  charge, 
through  the  Presbytery,  to  the  Settlement 
Committee,  representations  concerning  the 
pastoral  relation. 

(5)  To  attend  to  matters  affecting  the 
pastoral  charge  not  assigned  to  any  of  the 
other  bodies. 

18.  All  lands,  premises  and  property  ac- 
quired for  the  use  of  a  local  church  or  a 
pastoral  charge  of  The  United  Church  shall 
be  held,  used  and  administered  under  the 
trusts  of  the  above  Model  Trust  Deed  (See 
"Polity"  par.  6). 
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